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DESCRIPTION

Each year the MDHE receives funds from the federd government to administer a competitive grants
program for K-12/higher education partnerships dedicated to professona development for teachersin
core academic subjects. When appropriate, administrators, paraprofessionals, and pre-service teachers
are digible to participate in these professona development activities. Last year funds were used to
support professona development in science only for high-need middle and high schools. Cycdle-3 funds
will be more narrowly focused on grades 4-8 only and but will expand the content focus by including
both science and mathematics. Theintent of this board item isto provide information about the Cycde-3
Improving Teacher Quality Grant program and the gppointment of an externa evauator.

Background

The MDHE Improving Teacher Quality Grant is funded under the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
Act of 2001 (Title Il Part A of Public Law 107-110). The MDHE receives goproximately $1.2 million
dollars annudly from the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) to didtribute to K -12/higher education
partnerships. Funds are used to support teacher professond development activities for core academic
subjects. Eligible partnerships must at least include the following three partners:

Divison of higher education that prepares teechers
A higher education schooal, college, or department of arts and sciences
High-need K-12 school didtrict

Additiona partnerships may dso include other schools that may not be in high-need didtricts, private
schools, charter public schools, non-profit organizations, the busness community, and other
organizations that help to advance the projects’ goas. Working within guideines required by the federa
government, the department uses these funds to:

Improve K-12 student academic achievement

Increase school digtrict and building accountability for improved academic achievement
Increase teacher, principal, and pargprofessiona quality

Implement positive changes in higher education curriculum and requirements

Awards for Cycle-1 and Cycle-2 were made in February 2003 and 2004 respectively. Cycle-1
projects have been completed, and the find evaduation is underway. Cycle-2 projects are in process.
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Each year, consderation is given to refinements for the RFP with agod of improving the overdl qudity
and impact of projects supported by these federd funds. MDHE gaff isworking closdly with personne
from K-12, higher education, and the U.S. Department of Education to design the Cycle-3 RFP.

Severd factors were consdered in identifying content areas and grade levels for Cycle-3 projects.
Industries targeted for economic growth, including advanced manufacturing, information technology and
the life sciences, require a workforce that has proficient knowledge of mathematics and science. In
addition, an increased number of entry-level jobs regardless of occupationa classfication require
stronger foundations in these two academic disciplines. Consequently, the Cycde-3 RFP will continue to
include science but has aso been expanded to include mahematics. The grade levels targeted,

however, will be restricted to grades four through eight, to focus on those years when Missouri students
experience the most sgnificant drop in both mathematics and science MAP scores.  The sequentid

nature of mathematics and science concepts suggedts that early intervertion in grades four through eght
should have positive consequences in secondary and postsecondary levels. In addition, the professond
development projects funded will be expected to align with assessment and curriculum reformsiinitiated
by DESE' s grade-level expectations.

Project design festures have aso been revised with an intent to increase the involvement of K-12
school-didrict and building personnd in designing projects, to require that the needs of particular school
buildings are primary drivers for proposed projects, and to ensure better dignment between project
content and methods with digtrict/building curriculum and classroom materids.  The number and size of
the awards will be flexible, dependent upon the quality of the proposal, the number of students served,
the specific requirements of the proposed activities, and the cost-effectiveness of the proposed project.
The Cyde-3 RFP will aso provide an opportunity for larger and multi-year proposas, invaving
collaborations among mulltiple partners and/or spanning wide geographic aress.

Personnd at DESE have indicated their support for the proposed changes for Cycle-3. By digributing
separate grant funds through Title [I Part A to DESE and to higher education, the U.S. Department of
Education promotes cross-communication across agencies and ensures that both agencies have
authority for some funds to be used in support of teacher quaity improvement. Unique festures of the
MDHE grant program include:

Compstitive funds requiring involvement of high-poverty school digtricts, colleges of education and
departments of arts and sciences.

Levd of collaboration required of dl digible partners

Good faith efforts to involve private schools

Digribution of funds throughout the Sete rather than to one or two geographic areas

Demondration of impact on pre-sarvice training programs

Link of project content to particular materias used by school digtricts

The science and mathematics focus for Cycle-3 is designed to expand the number schools and teachers
in grades four through eight that are impacted by funded projects, and to ensure school digtrict
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involvement in the design of projects. The RFP has been designed so that these goals can be achieved
by enhancing projects currently receiving some funding through other sources and/or by the
establishment of new projects.

Project Evaluation

As part of each cycle, an externd evauator is identified and supported by funds dlocated to each
grantee to sysemaicaly review the indvidud and collective impact of al funded proposals.
Competition for the externd evauator award is administered by the Office of Adminidration. Dr.
Sandra Abdll, Professor of Science and Education and Director of the Southwestern Bell Science
Education Center, was awarded the external evaluator contracts for both Cycle-1 and Cyde-2, and
based on her successful performance and availability of funds, her contract as externa evaluator was
renewed for Cycle 3 to cover the period January 1, 2005 though November 30, 2006. Dr. Abell and
her team of externd evaduators have been involved in helping to desgn changes associated with
evauaion requirements that will be induded in the Cycle-3 RFP. Sdection of an externa evauator for
Cyde-4 will require anew competition administered by the Office of Adminigtration.

Conclusions

The Improving Teacher Quality Grant program administered by the MDHE supports qudlity
professona development of K-12 teachers. Cycle-3 revisions are targeted a improving the leve of
collaboration between K-12 and higher education in the desgn, implementation, and evauation of
funded projects. Appointment of an externd evauator prior to the release of the RFP for Cyde-3is
helping to ensure that the necessary elements for effective program evauation are built into the design of
the RFP. Providing opportunities for multi-year funding should increase continuity, depth, scope, and
meagnitude for achieving particular results.

STATUTORY REFERENCE

Section 173.050(2), RSMo, Satutory requirements regarding the CBHE' s authority to recelve expend
federd fundsfor educationa programs

Public Law 107-110, Title Il of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act: The No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Thisisan information item only.

ATTACHMENT (S)

None
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